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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:    Strafford County Legislative Delegation 
    
FROM:  Strafford County Commissioners  
 
DATE:  September 4, 2026  
 
SUBJECT: Response to Letter from Representatives Potenza, DeRoy, Bailey, Burnham, Harrington, and Kaczynski 
   

 
 
 We have reviewed your letter dated August 26, 2026. Ironically some of the answers to your questions such as 

delegation approval (4), and conceptual plans (6) have been publically discussed at County Commissioners meeting 

on August 6th, August 20th, and August 27th, and are available for your viewing on You Tube and easily accessible 

through the Strafford County website under “Strafford County Meeting Videos.”  

 
 If or when you view the commissioners’ meetings, then you are viewing an evolution of an idea week by week 

with the full intention of seeking delegation approval as the plan idea progresses.  

 
 Let us take a minute to educate you in legislation that passed in this last session of the legislature which started 

as HB 572-FN. Titled “Partners in housing” the bill was authored with the purpose of making land available for 

workforce housing by “reducing costs and accelerating housing production by identifying municipal and county-

owned land suitable for developing, and expediting the planning board review process.” (language taken out of the 

committee report) The bill passed the Committee 16-0 and the House by a voice vote and is now RSA 141:212 (see 

attached). The legislation actually encourages state funding to support this process. 

 
 Some of the questions you have asked are premature in the process we are undertaking, but the answers will be 

available as the project progresses. 

 
 The irony is not lost on us that many of you voiced concerns that we did not fully disclose our nursing home 

plans for the replacement of Riverside in a timely manner (we disagreed). However, in recognition of this we have 

made the idea for the possible development of County land for affordable housing available week by week at public 

meetings and now you are voicing requests for answers to questions that we have yet to consider in the process.  

 
 We would encourage you to watch, call in, or even attend our public meetings as pertinent items appear on the 

addenda and get the answers first hand. 






